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0-9 WELL Somewhere in the untracked wastlands of northern Crockett
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CAVING IN BLOWHOLE A weekend of caving in one of the most popular
sport caves in Texas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Roger V. Bartholomew
DEAD DOG DATA Some of these tales should be sent for publication in
Ripley's Believe It or Not! ••••.••••••••••••••••••• Ronald G. Fieseler
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by James R. Reddell

HISTORY
0-9 Well is located in the level plains of northern Crockett County. The
date of its discovery is unknown, but once it became known it played an important role in the development of this part of the county. Not long after the
"Natural Well'.' was discovered it fell under the control of the Case Cattle
Company of Kansas City. Andy Nelson, a cowhand from Ozona, was hired
t o guard the well, which was used to water the great herds of cattle being
driven from Mexico and Texas to Kansas City.
The well and the property surrounding it were granted to the University
of Texas by the state of Texas in 1876. The well became a regular stop on
the stagecoach run from Ozona to San Angelo until early in the twentieth century. At this time the Crosbys of
Mertzon, Texas, obtained a lease on
t he land from the University of Texas.
The 0-9 Ranch was established at that
time and became one of the largest in
Crockett County. The ranch headquarters, of which only the house
foundations now stand, was located at
the natural well- -now logically called
the 0-9 Well. In 1910 the eminent
geologist J. A. Udden described the
cave as "a crevice known to be 140
feet deep, in which running water can
be heard from the surface and from
which it is at the present time pumped
fr om a depth of 80 feet below the surfac e." Udden also reported that "a
second crevice with running water,
is s een one and one half miles westn orthwest from the ranch. The depth
1. The 0-9 w indmill. Photo by
of t his second crevice is not known
James Reddell.
but it is probably about the same as
the depth of the crevice near the ranch. " This latter entrance is unknown to
the present lessee and has not been rediscovered. With the abandonment of the
0- fJ Ranch, rocks were placed in the entrance of the 0-9 Well and it was in
thit3 condition that the opening was found when Mr. Aubrey DeLong leased the
pr,operty. He removed the rocks and repaired the windmill and the cave has
s erved as :;t continuous source of water for cattle ever since.
Although doubtless numerous people have entered the cave, probably from
the earliest settlement of the area, few have explored for any distance beyond
th e entrance. Mills Tandy has interviewed a number of people in Ozona to
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obtain the history of
the cave and much of
the information included here came from
an unpublished manuscript by him on 0-9
Well. He reports
that in 19 36 a group
of boys from Ozona
used a block and tackle
to enter the cave and
explored about 300 ft.
of passage in the upstream section of the
cave. In 1951 two boys
from Barnhart entered
the cave by sliding
down the windmill pipe.
They found it far more
difficult to slide back
up the pipe and it required the assistance
2. Ozona Grotto caver Scotty Moore at the entrance to
of the Barnhart volun0-9 Well. Photo by Mills Tandy.
teer fire department to
rescue them.
The first organized expedition to the cave w a~ made in December, 1957 by
Royce Ballinger, Mills Tandy, and other members of the Ozona Speleological
Society. Their first explorations were limited to. the easily accessible downstream
section and for a considerable distance upstream. In January, 1958 members
of the Abilene and Ozona Grottes continued the upstream exploration.
In March of 1958 a joint trip to the cave was conducted by the University of
Texas and Ozona Grottos. Jay Maxwell of the U. T. Grotto was the first to descend
the First Waterfall. He was followed by Bill Cronenwett, Mills Tandy, Fred
Berner, and Dicky Butterfield. They reached the top of the second waterfall but
lacked sufficient equipment to descend this drop. During the Easter weekend of
1958 a well-equiped group arrived at the cave to continue their explorations. On
April 4th the upstream passage was again pushed, but no end was reached. On the
following day a group consisting of Bill Cronenwett, Bill Russell, Jay Maxwell,
Scotty Moore, Mills Tandy, and Ronald Carnes completed their exploration of the
downstream section of the cave. Early trips to the cave used a car pulley system
for negotiating the entrance drop and cable ladders for th e waterfall drops. On the
April 5th expedition to the cave a ro:1gh map was made of the downstream section
of the cave.
On February 17-18, 1962, Mike Collins, James Reddell, Terry Raines, and
Dick Smith of the University of Texas Grotto surveyed 3, 400 feet of the upstream
part of the cave. This was followed by a second trip by James Reddell, John Fish,
and Charlie Jennings on December 11, 1 96 5, at which tim;; the downstream section
w as resurved.
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DESCRIPTION
0-9 Well is located in one of the more
featureless, desolate -looking regions of
Texas. The windmill over the entrance
stands as the only visible land mark for
miles . The cave entrance itself is a 4' in
diameter opening directly beneath the windmill. This opening leads into a crevice
ranging in width from about 18" to several
feet. After about 6 0 1 this opens into the top
of a high fissure passage and drops an additional 60 1 to the floor of the cave. The tota~
entrance drop is 127 1 • At the bottom of the
entrance drop one stands in the middle of a
high fis sure passage extending in two directions with a small stream running along
the flo or. Downstream the 5 1 wide, 30 to
40 1 high fissure passage extends for 27 5 1
over a series of travertine dams filled to
increasing depths with water to the top of
the F irst Waterfall. This 55 1 drop opens
into a room 60' long, 30 1 wide, and 100 1
high, floored to some extent with breakdown. A passage beneath breakdown leads
over several large rimstone dams with deep
water to the top of an 8 1 high dam which is
3. Bart Crisman at the bottom
unclimbable. It is necessary to drive a
of the entrance drop into
bolt here for descent. A few feet beyond
0-9 Well. Photo by Mills
the deep pool at the base of this dam the
Tandy.
Second Waterfall is encountered. At the
bott om of this 38 1 drop a series of steeply-sloping drops leads to the lip of a
14 1 unclimbable drop into the Lake Room. The
Lake Room is 50 1 wide, 75 1 long, and more
than 100 1 high. A high mound of mud rises
from the floor of the center of the room. The
stream runs along the left wall of the room. to
circle it and siphon in a deep lake at a depth
of 314' below the entrance.
Upstream from the entrance a dry 15' high
passage extends for about 700' before it intersects the stream again. For the next 1 000' the
4 to 20 1 high passage is largely dry, with the
stream occasionally appearing for short distances to flow along the floor and then sinking
in siphoned lower levels. The stream can also
be seen at the bottom of several 6 to 14' deep
4. A typical section of the upholes in the floor of the passage. At a distance
stream section about 100 1
of about 1700 1 from the entrance the cave pasfro m the cave entrance.
sage becomes an elliptical tube up to 10' wide
Photo by Mills Tandy.
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and 5' high and floored with cave ice below 1 to 2 1 of water. Stoop-walking in
this p:tssage is made extremely tedious because the thick crust of cave ice o:-t the
floor of the stream holds a person's weight for a second before he sinks into the
deep underlying mud. This stream p:tssage has been surveyed for an additional
1700'. On the surveying trip an additional 600' w as explored without the passage
changing cl-mracter or size. It is reported that it eventually splits into two crawl·ways . Based on the topography above the cave and on the directions given by Udden
for the second crevice on the 0-9 Ranch, the right -hand passage may very well
connect with the other entrance. The air and water temperature in the cave have
both been recorded at 66° F.
BIOLOGY
The only collection made in 0-9 Well was by James Reddell in December, 1965.
The fauna of the cave is very limited, but may prove to be interesting when more
detailed collections are made. The only troglobite known from the cave is an eyeless, long-legged, depigmented centipede which is now under study. Other fauna
collected included the common cave spider, Eidmannella pallida (Emerton), a collembolan, Pseudosinella violenta (Folsom), and water bugs of the genus Cymbiodyt a
(family Hydrophilidae).
5. Scotty Moore at the base of a 12' high travertine dam in the downstream section of thP. cave.
SUMMARY
Photo by Mills Tandy.
0-9 Well is among the more
interesting caves in Texas. Although the cold water m:tkes exploration of the downstream
part of the cave somewhat unpleasant, with modern vertical
techniques it can be negotiated
very quickly. No leads exist in
the downstream section of the
cave, but th e two crawlw:tys extending upstr eam remain very
promising and will probably extend th e known length of the cave
to well ov er one mi.le .
Permi. ssio,l to e nt er 0 - 9 Well
must come from officials at the
Univers ity o~· T e xas at Ausbn .
The present l esse e has recently
denied pe rmissio'l and informed
cavers that permission must
come from U. T. Anyo.1e wishing
to go to the cave may contact
Ronnie Fieseler in Austin for the
name and phone number of the
person w ho must be approached
about e nt e ring the cave.
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6. Descent of the second waterfall during the first
exploration of the downstream section of the
cave. Photo by Mills Tandy.
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Attend the

The TSA BOG meeting will be held in Room 226 in the Memorial Student (MSC)
on February 5, starting at 1:00 PM . Hensel Park will be available for camping
though they do not permit any type of alcoholic beverages. A party is planned
and the location will be announced at the meeting .
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All this takes place in College Station, folks!
Which is the town where Texas A&M is.

Make a friend:
Map a Cave!
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The Yankees Are Coming f
The Yankees Are Coming f

That's right and everyone else is coming to the 1978 NSS Convention in
Texas. On October 23, 1976 the NSS Board of Governors voted to accept the
1978 Convention bid from Texas and the stage was set.
A steering committee has been set up to coordinate the convention and to
act as a liason with the NSS. The members of the 1978 NSS Convention Committee are listed below.
This committee cannot do all the work. We are going to need all the help
we can get and not just from the cavers in the Aust~ San Marcos, and San
Antonio area, but from all over the state. This will be a great chance for the
cavers in the state to meet each other, work together, and find out just what
a convention is and how much goes into one. If you are an old hand at Texas
and I or Mexico caving we are going to need your -help in several ways such
as field trip leaders, session organizers, party workers, and lots of others
we haven't even thought of yet. All you beginning cavers had better get in
line to help too •••• no lollygagging. Here's your chance to jump into caving
up to your neck and gain a lot of new friends and experiences.
Right now we are trying to get people to start thinking about the Convention
and what they would like to do to help. If you've got something you are really
interested in doing, drop us a line or corner us somewhere and let us know.
A letter or post card would be ideal since we could easily keep it on file. If
you're not sure what you would like to do but still want to help don't worry,
send your name and address and two box-tops from Oztotl Soda Pop and Photographic Supplies to at least one of the people below and we will railroad you
into doing something{ r r
The 1978 NSS Convention will be the best Convention ever. or else.
Charles M. Yates
Co-Chairman
5104 Cloverdale
Austin, TX 78723
(512) 926-5715

Fred Paschal
Box 491
Bishop, TX 78343

Ronald G. Fieseler
Co-Chairman
P. 0. Box 5672
Austin, TX 7876 3
(512) 282-0613

Peter Sprouse
1000 1/2 E. 15th
Austin, TX 78702

Terri Treacy
Sec. -Treas.
1000 1/2 E. 15th
Austin, TX 78702
(512) 478-7045

Mike Walsh
9803 Clarion
San Antonio, TX
78217

Alicia Wisener
2103 s. 7th
Temple, TX 76501
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WHAT'S UP

DOC?
by Ronnie Fieseler

Dig, dig, scruffle, dig. Breath de e ply of the cloud of dust, organic matter,
and who knows what else that has risen around you. Dig, scruffle, dig, dig,
s cruffle, root, root, root. We've all done it.
This time it was in Harding's Little Indian Cave during a trip to the Carta
Valley ar ea in June, 197 4. Present were Dr. Harding, Carl Kunath, Craig
Bittinger, Ed Fomby, Molly Asnes, and myself. We had gone to map the
cave and to photograph some pictographs found there. After doing so, Craig,
Ed, and I b egan to dig in a low lead at the bottom of the cave and the scenario
was much like the one described above. After about hal! an hour we gave up
a nd joined th e others who were waiting at the entrance about 50 1 away. Thus
passed Saturday.
Monday morning found me deathly ill. I woke up with a headache, fever,
nausea, a cough, and e xtreme shortness of breath. Each normal breath
brought on a coughing spasm and I was only able to breathe by taking very
slow, shallow breaths. Physical exertion such as walking from my bed to the
bathroom, standing up from a lying down position, or taking 2-3 steps up some
stairs would almost finish me off. I was really bed-ridden.
Thinking it was merely an asthma attack although rather severe, with other
complications, I took some asthma medicine, aspirins, and Maalox. This
relieved a ll symptoms except my breathing problem. Medication and symptoms
continu ed through Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. Finally the nausea eased
off and I was able to force down a couple of boiled eggs and half a bowl of soup.
Wednesday night) realized I was sick. Usually I am a very healthy sort.
My body ordinarily solves any problem within a couple of days (except maybe
touristas! ). By now I was beginning to think it was more than just asthma
(which should have been taken care of by the medicine) and even began to wonder
if I might have contracted the dreaded Histoplasmosis fungus.
As I had no doctor in Austin, I spent part of Thursday morning trying to
lnc"'ate a doctor. I finally found a general practitioner who was accepting new
patients. He gave me a complete physical examination and pronounced me
perfe ctly healthy except for my strange inability to breathe. Then I told him
that I knew something that he didn't. He listened in amazement as I explained
about being a cavcr and my possible exposure to various fungi. As I rattled
off the~ names of Histoplasmosis, Blastomycosis, and Coccidiomycosis, he
:-;hr>r>k his hc:ad and muttc:rcd, "Oh No!".
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Then came the fun and games at the X -ray lab. They took one chest x-ray
and I waited patiently for the results. Soon a nurse came and said they wanted
t o tak~ anot?er one •. Wel.l, they took three and I sat down to wait again. Now
there 1s an mterestmg thmg about nurses. When something unusual is going
on they are obviously unobvious about it. I watched as the nurses scurried
and bustled about trying to appear normally busy and routinely at work while
they looked at X -rays, whispered, and cast brief, almost sorrowful looking
glances at me. Finally one came aver and told me that my doctor wanted to talk
t o me on
phone. He said that my X-rays indicated TB or something similar
and that my lungs looked like I had been blasted with a shotgun there were so
many black splotches. With a fistful of prescriptions and doctor bills I went
home.
Friday I was given a skin test for TB and Risto and eventually found that
I had neither. Saturday and Sunday I was able to breathe a little bit better
and I began to hope that I might even survive. I had been taking enough antibi otics (which are basically worthless for fungi), aspirins. cough medicine,
a sthma medicine, etc. to cure half of India's ailing.
Enter now the State Health Department. My doctor took a sample of my
bl ood (nice and red it was) and had me to take it to the Health Department lab
s o they could check it for other fungi. When the results came back they were
negative. Both the Health Department and my doctor were completely mystified as to what was wrong with me. Another set of X-rays were taken and
t his time to the amazement of the nurses and my doctor my lungs were spotless! Since my breathing was slowly improving, my doctor decided to see if
my body would cure itself and sent me home with his best wishes.
And it came about that I improved with age (like booze) and the problem
slowly went away. Gone were my dreams of having some new weird ftmgus
named after me. After a couple of months I was once again in good health
apparently without much help from modern medical technology.
Upon discussing this malady with Kunath, He opened his newly aquired
book by Dr. William R. Halliday, American Caves and Caving, to the chapter
on cave illnesses. Quickly checking various diseases, we came to the conclusion that I had contracted (are you ready?) Cave Dust Pneumonitius, or comm only, dust pneumonia. It wasn't long after this that Kunath was talking to
Dr. Harding and during the course of the conversation the good doctor mentioned
t hat he had contracted a mild case of dust pneumonia the week after our visit
t o Little Indian Cave! Kunath of course told him about my problems. None
of the other four present at the cave had any difficulties, not even Craig or
Ed who were right with me at the dig site. All in all a very interesting series
of events. We jokingly decided that the pictographs at the entrance to the cave
were some sort of quarantine warning! It is also interesting to note that what
t otally mystified a practicing M.D. as well as the State Health Department
was quickly diagnosed by a caver mathematician and a retired veterinarian
r ancher! I could have saved a lot of money by checking with them first.

t?e

*

*

*

206

The TEXAS CAVER

CAVING IN BLOWHOLE
by Roger V. Bartholomew

It was one of those weekends when the main cave trip did not go because
no word came from the person who was going to get us in. The second alternative, a survey trip, fizzled out because there were not enough mappers
on that short a notice to go that far. So I ended up going to Blowhole. Greg
Passmore's project was in its last stages and I knew there would be a lot of
work to do.
Jim Normand and Bill Reagen were going out on Frida y afternoon and so
I went out with them. We arrived about mid-evening and afte r some greetings,
cave talk and hand shaking, I dozed off between arrivals of other groups of
cavers.
On Saturday the decision was made to go to Blowhole. It was chosen partly
because of a coincidence which occurred the night before. A certain Phil Jank
had arrived from College Station with a Project Deep survey booklet dated
October 1965. The booklet contained the notes of a survey from the deepest
point in Blowhole to the Dynamite Squeeze, which was done by Robert C. Schroeder and others. I had always wanted to know the depth of Blowhole so I decided
to run a quick hand held Brunton survey from the entrance to the Dynamite
Squeeze and link up with Schroeder's survey.

At around 11 AM a group of at least 10 people entered the cave. Bruce
Allison and Alicia Wisener helped me with the survey to the Dynamite Squeeze
and soon I was looking off the jumping off spot down at the Hourglass Tube.
It never fails that when I first look down at the Hourglass I get psyched out.
I have been in Blowhole at least 4 or 5 times before on good long trips and
have done it with no problem, but it always looks bad on the first look down.
Well, needless to say, I made it down and as I always liked to do it, without
the use of any ropes. All the necessary hand and footholds are still there if
you take the time to find them.
A photo group was already at the bottom when I got down and so I led them
down to the Big RooM by the only route I knew, a climb down the southeast wall.
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I showed them the formatio~s and their flashes soon began to work. Meanwhile, I started looking at the area above the formations. As I started up I
thought to myself, "Is there anything more I will learn abont Blowhole today?"
Well from that time on my question was continually answered. Crawling up a
flowstone slide I entered a small virgin room which had several tubes leading
off which quickly ended. After this I went down and worked my way back to
the Big Room. Just after passing the formations, but before I got to the Big
Room I climbed down a hole in the floor and headed away from the Big Room
at a lower level.
The passage ended in a breakdown and flowstone blockage. There were
two flowstone curtains. I checked behind the one at the lower level and found
that it went nowhere. Then I squeezed up to the upper curtain and checked
behind it. Two feet in, the passage turned right where a flowstone slide came
down. I wiggled to the right and up it for 3 feet and it leveled off. Poking my
head forward and turning my head so I could look up, I saw a tight hole leading
up. I had to go in feet first then bend my body up the tube and crawl up. Just
at my head level was a triangular shaped hole with the small angle on the lower
left. . • but a good sized dark space was beyond it. So I squeezed through.
I was in a popcorn covered breakdown maze and I could move around r:1ore
freely. I wondered if it could be virgin passage, but a lot of shattered -rock
l ay about. I checked the area sufficiently to see if it was worth more checking.
It was, and so I went back to the triangular sh·,!.ped hole and called down to
Tom Mills to come through. As I was leading Tom up into the main section.
he found a core hole which had been drilled int) the ceiling of the cave. This
answered two questions for me. I knew where the shattered rock had come
from and I knew then that we were in a virgin c.rea. The core hole must have
been drilled in February of 1969 when Pat Walker and I had seen an oil prospecting company peppering the area with blasting holes.
We checked the upper area of the maze where there was about 200 feet of
cave survey chain possible. One nice five foot stalagmite with a constant 3
inch diameter along its length was seen. On checking the lower part of the maze
we came to a smooth walled fissure trending in the direction of the Big Room.
It was about eight feet long and 3 feet wide at the top and chimneyable. Tom
came part of the way down and noticed animal scratches on a flat rock surface.
As I continued below this, I found a one foot long bone of the long dead animal.
At different levels on the wall of the fissure mud bottomed tubes came in which
generally trended along the fissure. These I did not check out, but they may
be the most promising leads in the area. The fissure went down 70 feet to
where it pinched off in dirt fill. We came out of the pit and looked around for
a few minutes more, but as we were tired we decided to leave.
Back in the Big Room Greg Passmore had located the route he remembered
which led out of the Big Room and did not require the climbing which had to be
done on my route. So I learned about another route out of the Big Room.
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Now just as you leave the Big Room fissure on the way out there is a room
To get out of this room you have to go around a big
bre akdown block and wind your way to the left through the breakdown to get
to the passag e leading to the Hourglass. Well, I could not find the correct
crawl to the left. I happened to look to the right and saw a narrow fissure
which I knew was the wrong way. Curiosity got the best of me and I went to
che ck it out. To my surprise it opened up into a rather large room into which
I had n ever g one. Tom came up. We were in a 20 by 30 foot room which had
s mooth bone yard type walls. S everal two to three foot diameter tubes went up
at a 45 degr e e angle directly in front of us as far as our lights would penetrate.
Dow n below w as a short canyon. Tom and I went down for a brief checkout.
I noticed, in a small wall cranny, a carbide dump on which was growing a
"golf tee" type carbide formation with a drop of water like a golf ball on the
top of it. The carbide dump and other signs told us the area was not virgin.
At this point we were both exhausted and therefore headed out to the bottom
of the Hourglass. The climb up the Hourglass was routine except that I had
to to take a waist mounted six volt lantern battery from a caver stuck in the
neck of the Hourglass and put it in my cave pack while clinging to the walls of
the tube by my elbows and boot tips. Once out of the Hourglass the exit was
uneventful and we emerged at 7 PM after having been in for 8 hours.
I call the Balcony Room.

Again Blowhole had made for a good caving trip. I saw some virgin passage, some new passage I had not known about, and learned another route
out of the Big Room. Indeed Blowhole is one of the best sporting caves in
Texas. The closing of this cave and Deep Cave is a great loss to Texas caving.
I have never been able to see all the areas of these caves and more passage is
waiting to be discovered. On any trip I have made to either of them I have
come back exhausted but with the feeling that I had really been on a g ood caving
trip. I wince a bit when I think of a mapping project for the caves. It would
be a very difficult task for anyone w ith the perseverence to undertake it. The
r e sults of my quick survey to link up w ith Schroeder's show ed that Blowhole
Cave has a maximum d epth in the neighborhood of 330 feet.
.,,
-·-
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TCRS
NOW

AVA ILA B LE !

The R ive r Styx - Salt Sprin g Cave Syst em
On l y $3 . 25 post paid
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by Ronald G. Fieseler

Northwest Austin is a highly developed residential area with scattered
shopping centers, schools, and an occasional industrial complex. The terrain
is comprised of rocky and somewhat rough hills typical of the Balcones Fault
Zone. Cedar {actually juniper, but scornfully ignored by central Texas rednecks and cedar choppers!) brakes cover these hillsides and shade the entrances to several caves.
Dead Dog Cave #2 is one of these caves. Located near a busy intersection
it is on the right of way of the new Mopac freeway. Being on state land and of
very easy access. the cave is well known and well visited. Hardly a weekend
goes by that the cave is not visited. Most of the people that enter this cave
are local kids, in fact, Dead Dog Cave #2 (and probably the other Dead Dog
Caves) has been a virtual "playground" for many years.
Three kids who used to play there managed to eventually squeeze through
the incredibly tight and now infamous fissure passage and discovered the large
room at the end of the cave. To negotiate the last short and undercut drop
into the room they arduously brought in the pipe andre-bar ladder now in use
by all who get that far. What sort of idiot kid would do all this you ask? Would
you believe T. R. Evans, Danny Evans, and William Russell? Yep, it was them
and they were doing all this over twenty years ago!
Several attempts were made to seal the cave by blasting. The entrance
room was almost completely filled with rock, dirt and debris and was thought to
be effectively sealed by all but the local school kids. With grim determination
they burrowed and excavated until they had miraculously reopened about half
of the entrance room. This provided access to a crawlway which led to the
rest of the cave.
Shortly afterwards William Russell and others installed a gate consisting
of a manhole imbedded in concrete. Once again, however, the kids proved to
be the masters of the situation. Unable to remove the gate themselves, they
craftily arranged for the Austin Fire Department to do so by claiming that one
of their friends was trapped inside! Since then the cave has remained open.
Don Broussard placed a cave register in the big room and has collected
several signatures but not a great amount. It seems that the fissure passage
weed::; out all but the most serious. One who didn't quite make it was Maxie
P.ass who became stuck in the fissure in early February, 1969. Police and
fire units were called but it was Felix Ugua1de, a companion of Bass' who was
able to pull Bass out of his predicament.
De ad Dog Cave #2 was mapped on 9 September 1972 by Craig Bittinger,
Ronnie Fieseler. and Scott Lillie. A copy of the map was given to the Texas
Highway Department when it was learned that the cave was on the right of way of
thr! forthcoming Mopac freeway. Officials have assured us the entrance can be
s par~d during construetion. Not quite believing the map however. they proceeded
to drill somP. test holes. Sure enough they hit almost dead center in the big room.
Thl! nc~xt day two f.,troups wPnt to the cave. One was a group of CtWt"!rS including a
c: ouplc of B a korws Grotto ffi('mhcrs. The other was th(' Highway Deptcrtm('nt nwn
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who hoped to check the extent of the cave by lowering a light into the drill hole. A
light bulb attached to a long cord was insert e d into the hole just about the time the
cavcrs were preparing to climb down into the big room. Imagine their surprise as
a bright light bulb appeared from the ceiling, was slowly lowered and raised several
times, and then pulled back out!
. The latest adventure in Dead Dog occured a couple of months ago. Several
cavers at a party were discussing the merits of Cyalu nH' "cool lights" and decided
to test them by going caving with them as the only source of light. Off on a midnight jaunt to Dead Dog they went where the green light illuminated the cave with
an eerie but effective light.
That's Dead Dog folks, where the weird and unusual can, and does, happen!

DEAD DOG CAVE # 2
Travis Countr, Texas
Projected Profile

Narrow Fissure

Suunto & Tape Survey
9 September 1972
Ronnie Fieseler
Craig Bittinger
Scott Lillie

Rigging Point

Drafted By
Ronnie Fieseler
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Danny Evans (left ) and William Russell (on rope )
at the bottom of th e fissure jp Dead Dog C ave #2.
Photo tak en about 1955, prob<.1bly by T. R . Evans .
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It's that time of year a gain '!! Yaur TEX.Jl,S CAVER subscription will
expire w ith the De c ember issue so in or d e r to insur e a smooth transition to
1977 Wf! encourar;e yon to start sending in y our subscr iption r e newals today.
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ail your caving friends. Plead , cajole, or THRF.A TEN, just get them to sub s cribe . How about a GIFT SUBSCRTPTIO?-< for your favorite ranch e r ? It can
do wonders for cavf!r /landown e r r<'lations .
Do it NOW •!! Support th e TE XA S C'l\ VER .
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"Actual Sta tu s of the Question of
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"The Physico-Chemical Evolution
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State College, Pennsylvania 16801
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